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Japan’s Shift to Strategic Autonomy and the
Restructuring of Taiwan-Japan Relations:
The Impact of Changes in the U.S.-China

Leadership System From 2023-2025

Wen-Chia Chen

Vice President and Director of the Center for National and Regional
Development Studies, Kainan University

[Abstract)

This study focuses on how Japan, amid the dual pressures of a returning
President Trump in 2025 and a consolidating Xi Jinping regime, pursues
strategic autonomy and reshapes its relations with Taiwan. As Trump
intensifies demands for military and economic concessions and China
expands its institutional and military influence, Japan is shifting away from
U.S. dependence toward a more autonomous foreign and security policy. It
also deepens multi-layered cooperation with Taiwan in military, humanitarian,
economic, and institutional domains. Using qualitative methods—including
geopolitical analysis, policy document review, and comparative study—the
research finds Japan-Taiwan ties evolving toward a quasi-alliance. Taiwan, in
turn, is responding through institutional alignment, strategic integration, and
crisis coordination. The study recommends that Taiwan should establish an
inter-ministerial coordination mechanism, strengthen trilateral cooperation
and think tank interaction, in order to effectively respond to regional

instability and consolidate its role in the Indo-Pacific strategy.

Keywords: Japan’s Strategic Autonomization, Restructuring of Taiwan—
Japan Relations, Trump-Xi Geostrategic Rivalry, Institutional

Alignment and Crisis Coordination
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